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FRESH POWER IN FORCE 


‘Last Jedi brings new life to series 
VARIETY 


150 YEARS 
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BELLS TOLL 
FOR 26 IN 
NEWTOWN 


Everything came 
to a halt as Conn. 
town observed 
fifth anniversary 
of shootings. A4 


Defections put 
tax bill at risk 
Sen. Marco Rubio 
threatens to vote 
“no” unless family 
credits upped. A4 


Many starving 
in Syrian town 
Troops block cara- 
vans of food, medi- 
cine for 400,000 
trapped. A4 


Disney buying 
21st Cent. Fox 
If approved, the 
deal will reshape 
Hollywood and 
Silicon Valley. D1 


Teen drug 
abuse is down 
Marijuana use 

is the exception, 
however. A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


Deal may avert 
Feb. bus strike 
Drivers union had 
threatened disrup- 
tive action during 
Super Bowl. B1 


Pink signed for 
pre-Bowl show 
Singer will perform 
at the Armory on 
Feb. 2; tickets go on 
sale Tuesday. B3 


SPORTS 


Twins to sign 
relief pitcher 
Fernando Rodney, 
41, would join his 
ninth team ona 
1-year contract. C3 


Wild shuts out 
Maple Leafs 
Stalock stopped 
28 shots for fourth 
win in a row. C3 


BUSINESS 


Keeping Bitcoin 
in perspective 
One can’t invest, 
only speculate, in 
virtual currency, 
Schafer writes. D1 


HAVE YOU 


and avocado crops 
join the growing 
agricultural toll of 
state’s wildfires. A2 
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New sports wrap blankets Purple 
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SPORTS 


27° *%* 21° 
A few snowflakes by 
the end of the day. B6 


Equal internet access 


by 


is overturned 


FCC 


CAROLYN KASTER • Associated Press 


Lindsay Chestnut of Baltimore held a sign Thursday outside the FCC as it voted along party lines to end net neutrality rules. 


Net neutrality vote could alter online consumer service, costs 
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JACQUELYN MARTIN ° Associated Press 


The internet can’t be treated like a traditional utility, said 
Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai. 


Q&A: What does the FCC’s vote mean to the internet? A6 


By BRIAN FUNG 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - Federal 
regulators voted Thursday 
to allow internet providers 
to speed up service for some 
apps and websites — and block 
or slow down others — ina 
decision repealing landmark, 
Obama-era regulations for 
broadband companies such 
as AT&T and Verizon. 

The move to deregulate the 
telecom and cable industry is 
a major setback for tech com- 
panies, consumer groups and 
Democrats who lobbied heav- 
ily against the decision. And 
it marks a significant victory 


for Republicans who vowed 
to roll back the efforts of the 
prior administration, despite 
a recent survey showing that 
83 percent of Americans — 
including 3 out of 4 Republi- 

cans — opposed the move. 
Led by Chairman Ajit Pai, 
the Federal Communications 
Commission and its two other 
GOP members Thursday kept 
a promise to repeal the gov- 
ernment’s 2015 net neutrality 
rules, which sought to force 
internet providers to treat 
all online services, large and 
small, equally. The agency 
also rejected much of its own 
authority over broadband ina 
See INTERNET on A6 > 


White House edges toward 
filling key Minn. vacancies 


By STEPHEN MONTEMAYOR 
smontemayor@startribune.com 


The FBIis completing back- 
ground checks on two judicial 
candidates drawn from the 
Twin Cities legal community, 
placing the Trump adminis- 
tration a step closer to filling 
key vacancies on Minnesota’s 
federal bench, according to 
sources close to the vetting. 

The two are Hennepin 
County District Judge Nancy 
Brasel and Minneapolis attor- 
ney and law professor Eric 
Tostrud, whose candidacies 
have won the backing of Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., and 
Rep. Erik Paulsen, R-Minn., 


respectively. 

Meanwhile John Marti, a 
Twin Cities attorney and for- 
mer longtime federal prosecu- 
tor, has emerged as a leading 
candidate to replace Andrew 
Luger as U.S. attorney for 
Minnesota, the state’s top law 
enforcement official. 

And St. Cloud Police Chief 
William Blair Anderson is 
being vetted for the U.S. mar- 
shal opening. 

Taken together, the four 
candidacies suggest that Min- 
nesota is closer to filling four 
crucial federal justice posi- 
tions that have been vacant 
for as long as 18 months. 

See VACANCIES on A10 > 
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By KRISTEN LEIGH PAINTER 
and EVAN RAMSTAD 
Star Tribune staff writers 


Sun Country Airlines — the 
little vacation carrier formed 
by some Minnesota pilots 
and flight attendants 35 years 
ago and later owned by two 
of the state’s wealthiest fami- 
lies — is now owned by one 
of the nation’s most prominent 
investment firms. 

Apollo Global Manage- 
ment, a New York-based firm 
led by investor Leon Black, on 
Thursday bought Sun Country 
from Mitch and Marty Davis, 
the Twin Cities billionaires 
who have owned it since 2011. 


The changes we make today shape 
the possibilities of tomorrow. 
usbank.com/communitypossible 


Sun Country is sold to 
N.Y. investment firm 


Time flies: A brief look at Sun 
Country over the years. A10 


Terms were not disclosed. 
Sun Country will stay based 
in Eagan and continue to beled 
by Jude Bricker, a former Alle- 
giant Air executive whom the 
Davis brothers hired as chief 
executive in July. 
But the company’s future 
See SUN COUNTRY on A10 > 


Freeman 
bashes 


Damond 
probe 


County attorney said 
investigators “haven't done 
their job” on police shooting. 


By BRANDON STAHL 
brandon.stahl@startribune.com 


Hennepin County Attorney 
Mike Freeman said Wednesday 
that he does not yet have enough 
evidence to file charges against a 
Minneapolis police officer in the 
shooting death of Justine Ruszc- 
zyk Damond, blaming investiga- 
tors who “haven’t done their job.” 

Freeman made the com- 
ments during a union event 
after being confronted by activ- 
ists, who recorded the interac- 
tion. They asked Freeman why 
it has taken so long for him to 
decide if Officer Mohamed 
Noor was justified in shooting 
and killing Damond on July 15. 

“Fair question. I’ve got to have 
the evidence, and I don’t have it 
yet,” Freeman responded. “Let 
me just say it’s not my fault. So 
if it isn’t my fault, who didn’t do 
their job? Investigators. They 
don’t work for me. They haven't 
done their job.” 

Freeman said coming to a 
decision “is the big present I 
want under the Christmas tree.” 

Damond’s family was “deeply 
distressed and unhappy” fol- 
lowing Freeman’s remarks, said 

See FREEMAN on A6 > 


Hennepin 
County Attor- 
i ney Mike Free- 
“| mansaid lack 
of charges is 
“not my fault.” 


Uwillraise 
out-of-state 
tuition 15% 


By MAURA LERNER 
maura.lerner@startribune.com 


The University of Minnesota 
is moving ahead with a 15 per- 
cent tuition hike for most out- 
of-state students despite con- 
cerns that it may scare away 
potential recruits. 

The proposal, which would 
boost the sticker price for non- 
residents by more than $3,700 
a year, was approved Thursday 
by acommittee of the Board of 
Regents. The new tuition rate, 
$28,734 a year, is expected to be 
finalized by the board Friday. 

It would be the second dou- 
ble-digit increase in a row for 
out-of-state undergraduates, 
who saw tuition rise by 12.5 per- 
cent this fall. The change would 
not affect Minnesota residents, 
or those from Wisconsin and 
the Dakotas, who now pay 
$12,800 a year at the Twin Cit- 
ies campus. 

See TUITION on A10 > 


Charting the rise: A look at 
recent U tuition increases. A10 
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